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but sent back unread to the Spanish Court,
where it had been approved, was delivered on
the evening of August 16, 1773, to the General
of the Jesuits in his own house at Rome.
Ricci was taken to the English College, and
thence to St. Angelo, where he died next year.
The Society, as a religious corporation, had
ceased to exist.

It may be worth while to remark that the
Brief u Domimis ac Redemptor," of July 21,
1773, by which this momentous transaction
was formally concluded, is not in any sense, on
Catholic principles, dogmatic or infallible. It
*%ave effect to a measure of high policy, done by
Clement XIV. as ruler of the Church and on
motives of interest, not of doctrine. That such
a measure lay within the Papal competence,
on which religious orders depend for approval,
has never been questioned. It did not,
however, imply that the Holy See withdrew
from the teaching of former Jesuits any favour
bestowed; and their remarkable attempt to
substitute for the severe systems of Aquinas
or Augustine the milder view which Molina
and his school defended, was permitted still.
The shafts of Pascal had pierced a too-indul-
gent morality, not peculiar to those individua
Jesuits who maintained it, nor of their
invention. Pope Innocent XI. had condemned